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Message Text 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 BOGOTA 08158 271515Z 
44 

ACTION COME-OO 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-10 ISO-OO EB-07 USIA-15 /033 W 

100694 

R 271321Z AUG 75 
FM AMEMBASSY BOGOTA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 442 
INFO AMCONSUL CALI 
AMCONSUL MEDELLIN 

UNCLAS BOGOTA 8158 

EO 11652: NA 
TAGS: BEXP CO 

SUBJ: MICHIGAN IOGA TRADE MISSION 
REF: STATE 188866 

1. EMBASSY DELIGHTED TO HEAR OF NEW MISSION. THERE IS A LARGE 
MARKET IN COLOMBIA FOR TOOLS. DIES, AND MACHINERY AND A MISSION 
OF THIS NATURE SHOULD BE QUITE SUCCESSFUL HERE. 

2. POST RECOMMENDS NOV 2-15 FOR MISSION. DECEMBER IS THE MAIL 
HOLIDAY MONTH IN COLOMBIA AND A DIFFICULT TIME FOR DOING 
BUSINESS. NOVEMBER 1 1 IS A COLOMBIAN NATIONAL HOLIDAY, 

BUT SCHEDULE CAN BE ARRANGE ACCORDINGLY. 

3. POST STRONGLY RECOMMENDS THAT MISSION SUBSTITUTE 
BARRANQUILLA FOR CARTAGENA, SINCE MARKET FOR INDUSTRIAL 
GOODS IS MUCH LARGER IN BARRANQUILLA. HOWEVER, MISSION 
SHOULD BE ADVISED THAT BARRANQUILLA MARKET, WHILE FOURTH 
LARGEST IN COLOMBIA, IS CONSIDERABLY SMALLER THAN THE 
OTHER THREE. 

4. US HAS NO CONSULATE IN EITHER BARRANQUILLA OR 
CARTAGENA. ALTHOUGH SOME ASSISTANCE CAN BE OBTAINED 
FROM US BINATIONAL CENTER AND COLOMBIAN METALWORKING 
FEDERATION, THESE ORGANIZATIONS ARE NOT EXPERIENCED 

IN HANDLING A US TYPE TRADE MISSION. THEREFORE, 

IN ORDER TO ASSURE A FULL AND PRODUCTIVE SCHEDULE 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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IN BARRANQUILLA, WE RECOMMEND THAT MISSION ORGANIZERS 
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FUND A) A LOCAL HIRE SECRETARY FOR SIX DAYS AND 
B) TWO ROUND TRIPS (BOGOTA-BARRANQUILLA-BOGOTA) AND FIVE 
DAYS PER DIEM FOR AN EMBASSY FSL TO SUPERVISE 
ARRANGEMENTS. 

5. POST RECOMMENDS FOLLOWING ITINERARY: 

ARRIVE BOGOTA SUNDAY NOVEMBER 2. BUSINESS NOVEMBER 
3,4,5. ARRIVE CALI LATE WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 5. 

BUSINESS NOVEMBER 6.7. ARRIVE MEDELLIN WEEKEND 
NOVEMBER 8-9. BUSINESS NOV 10 & 12. 

NOV 1 1 IS NATIONAL HOLIDAY BUT SOME APPOINTMENTS 
MAY BE POSSIBLE. ARRIVE BARRANQUILLA LATE WEDNESDAY 
AFTERNOON NOV 12. BUSINESS NOVEMBER 13 & 14. 

RETURN TO US WEEKEND NOV 15-16. 

VAKY 
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